
 

  
 
The Council on Training in Architectural Conservation (COTAC)	
	
	
In 2019 the Council on Training in Architectural Conservation (COTAC) reaches a significant milestone with its 60th 
Anniversary. Established in 1959, COTAC’s founding principle lay in its recognition of the need for specialists to properly 
specify and oversee work involved in repairing and conserving historic buildings and churches at a time when 
knowledge of traditional building technologies was fast disappearing.  
 
Through considerable voluntary work over the years COTAC 
has quietly and influentially worked to lift standards, develop 
training qualifications and help build networks across the 
conservation, repair and maintenance sector of the 
construction industry. This has involved national agencies, 
professional and standard setting bodies, educational 
establishments and training interests. Much has been achieved 
but much more remains to be done. Based in the Building 
Crafts College, Stratford, London, and embarking upon a new 
chapter in its development, COTAC will launch its 5-year 
Corporate Plan in January 2019, its 60th Anniversary.  
	
Realising COTAC Objectives  
 
With the aim of supporting and influencing 
the Conservation, Repair and Maintenance 
(CRM) industry sector, COTAC’s priorities 
over the 2019-2024 Plan period include: 	 	
 
Education and training: Developing, producing and promoting education and training and CPD materials through the 
COTAC website https://www.cotac.global 
 

Standards: Proposing, maintaining and promoting standards for technical conservation education and training, 
particularly through conservation accreditation initiatives and awareness raising through its self-learning sister website 
http://www.understandingconservation.org 
 

Advocacy: Collaborating with Supporters, other organisations, voluntary bodies and agencies with interests in 
conservation; this with a view to influencing and promoting relevant issues, including responding to consultations 
 

Digital resources: Maintaining and developing the Council’s digital resources to ensure their relevance for the sector  
 

Publication: Publishing relevant material on-line 
 

Courses: Promoting relevant courses in the conservation of the historic environment  
 

News: Promoting on-line relevant national and international information of value to the sector 
 

Events: Resources permitting, arrange seminars and conferences along with participation in exhibitions/events relating 
to relevant heritage issues 
 

Studies: Undertake supportive regionally based projects to enhance an understanding and appreciation of conservation 
needs  
 

Please visit our websites for more information 
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